
United States 



t> atfnt andTr^pmarkOffice^ 



P.O.Box 1450 . ,,, n Men 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-W5W 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



-09/726,597 ' 2/01/200 ° 

APPLIED AERIALS INC. 
■5881 SCOTT BLVD. MJS 2061 
SANTA CLARA, CA 95050 




2623 

DATE MAILED: 10/08/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office comm 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 




Office Action Summary 

Period for Reply poR REPLY .S SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

tupSg DMEOF THIS COMMUNICATION. lnnoeven , howeV e, m a yarepl v b e, im e ly r l ,e d 

'. Any reply He 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

earned patent term adjustment. * 

Status 

..M-l ResDonsivetocommunication(s)filedon ■ 

1)U Responsive i This action s non-final. 

2a >n This action is FINAL. 2b)H This tion as to the ments .s 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Cain*. ^--7"^"^ l.-cons^uoa 
4a) Of the above claim(s) ware vm 

5 ) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

■nn riaimrs) is/are objected to. 

S^^«^-'^" ,dW,,, * ,,,, * ,, ^ 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Exam™, ^ ^ 

12)D The 1 or decagon is obiected to by me Examiner. 

U application from the '"'^"""t f^rttnrcertified copies not receded. 
• see the attached detaiied Office aCoh for a P 119(e) (1 „ a provisions app«ca,on). 

14) Q Ac k no„led 9 men, is made of a .aim for domes.,0 ™ ^ J ^ rec , lved . 

a) D The ^^^TSSX^ — » ™ 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim 

Attachments 4) □ Interview Summary ' 

.□NotioeofReferencesCitecKPTO-SSa) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO 152) 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent ^^^J^Z, ___ • «> □ _____ 

3 J □ information Disclosure StatemenUs^O^^ p^^^NolO 



j^^^^^' " office Action Summary 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Application/Control Number: 09/726,597 Pa 2 

Art Unit: 2623 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1 -7 and 1 2-1 6, drawn to the inspection system, classified in class 
382, subclass 143. 

II. Claims 9-1 1 , drawn to pipe line data processing, classified in class 382, 
subclass 303. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such 
as pipe line data processing. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 



4. 



A telephone call was made to Mr. Michael Messina on 10/2/2003 to request 



an 



oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 
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Art Unit: 2623 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vikkram Bali whose telephone number is 703.305.4510. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on 703.308.6604. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.306.0377. A £ /7 
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